Smaller authority name: _Scarcliffe Parish Council

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

NOTICE

NOTES

1. Date of announcement 26" June 2026 (a)

2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by
Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor,
it is subject to change as a result of that review.

Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2026, these documents will be available
on reasonable notice by application to:

(b) Brian Smyth, RFO,
The Villa, Wood Lane, Scarcliffe, S44 6TF
clerk@scarcliffepareishcouncil.gov.uk 07751710966

commencing on (c) Monday 29thJune 2026

and ending on (d) Monday 10th August 2026

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

e The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

e The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’'s Code of Audit Practice
2024. The appointed auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
30 Churchill Place
London E14 5RE

(sba@pkf-l.com)

5. This announcement is made by (e) Brian Smyth, RFO_

(a) Insert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

(b) Insert name, position and
address/telephone number/  email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts

(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1
day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and exactly 30 working days
before the date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period between (c)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July.

(e) Insert name and position of person
placing the notice — this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authority




LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities.

The basic position

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.

The right to inspect the accounting records

Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) — (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.

When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July
2026 for 2025/26 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records

You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor's remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.

The right to make objections at audit

You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area;

why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;

details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful: and

details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.

A final word

You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against
an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

: : e If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed
For more detailed guidance on public rights and external auditor please write to the address in

the special powers of auditors, copies of the . . ;
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to paragraph 4 of the !\fonce of Public Rights and
our rights are available from the NAO websile Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
yournghts " | Accountability Return.




Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

Scarcliffe Parish Council

www.scarcliffeparishcouncil.gov.uk

During the financial year ended 31 March 2026, this authority's internal auditor acting independently and on
the basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant
procedures and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

A. Appropriate accounting records have heen properly kept throughout the financial year, g s I iy

B. This authority complied with its financial regutations, payments were supported by invoices. all
expenditure was approvad and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant, risks ta achieving its objectives ancd reviewed the adequacy ||
i

of arrangements to manage thesa.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequale budgetary process: progress against o
the budget was regularly monitored; and reserves ware appropriate. | i

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recarded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved |
and VAT appropriately accounted for. ‘ ] i

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's

approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied. ¥

H Assel and investments registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained. v

I Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carried out during the year. v

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accounting hasis | o
(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an v

adequate audit trail from tnderlying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were
___properly recorded.

I If the authority certified itself as exompt from a limited assurance review in 2024/25 it met the
exemption criteria and correclly declared itself exempt. (If the authority had a limited assurance | v
review of its 2024/25 AGAR tick ‘rol covered”) |

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date al the fima of

|

the internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation. . )

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise of i ' i
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 2025/26 AGAR period, | i i
were public rights in refation to the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a nofice on the website andfor i
authority approved minutes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR ; ‘, ; &
{see AGAR Page 1 Guidance Notes). b

0. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relaling to digital and v

|

data compliance.

P. {For local councils only)

Nal applicable
Trust funds (including charitable) - The council met its responsibilifies as a trustes. v f

Forany other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas an separate sheefs if

needed). Date(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person wha caried out the internaj aucdil
o 5!9;..[1,_-,;;.,;, £ LAl IkL.LcNQ}WcRT M- CLe e
Signature of person who b )
carried outthe internal audit € ’“‘“"-{\_-)-.awi:k — elurlly Date O5loe) 2034,
itha responss is o’ plaase sfate fhe impfications and action baing taken o aldpass any wesknass in control idenified {adi separatn {5 i noaded),
“Note: I the response is ot covered' plaase state wheh e maogt resont intemal audil work was done in s area and when il is fovt annad;: ar,
if coverage is nol raquired, the annual internal audit report musk anplatn why ool (ardd separate shaets i neadad),
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2 Page 4 of &

Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities



Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of:
Scarcliffe Parish Council

ourresponsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

Agreed
'Yes'means that this authority:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial Mrepared ils accounting statements in accordalice
management during the year, and for the preparaltion of v with the Accounts and At Reaagitalions.
the acconnti 1) statemeants

2. Wa maintamed an adequate system of intarnal control i made proper arrangements aned accapled responsibifity
ncluding measures designed 1o prevent and delect fraud / 1 for safequarcing the public monev and resources m
and cortuption and reviewed ils effactivenass | its charge,

3. We have assired ourselves that there are no malters I | has only done what jf has the leqal power {o do and has
ol actual or polential non-compliance with laws, complied with Froper Praclices 1 doing so.
regulations and Proper Practices that could have a /

significant financial effact on the: ability of this
withority fo conduet ils business or manage its
linances

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for | during the year gave all persons inferested the opportunity (o
he exarcice of aleclors' nghts in aceordance with the i / | mspect and ask questions abou this athorily s accounits
'eguirements of the Aceounts and Auclit Regulations

5. Wo carried oul an ass wsmaent of the risks facing this considered and documented fthe financial and other riskes jf
wiharity and 1nok appropriate steps to manage those | faces and deall with ihen properdly
rsks. including the infroduction of nternal controls andfor 4
exlemal insuranee cover where renuired

6. We maintained (hro 1ghont the year an adequale and i atranged for a competent person. independent of the financial
affeclive syslem of internal aulit of the Accounting / conlrols and procedures, o give an objective view 1 whother
records and conlrol systems | internal confrols meet the needs of this smaller authority,

7. Wa lonk appropriate aclion on all matters raised | responded fo matlers brought 1o jts atfention by internal and
nreporls from internal and external Atrlif ‘/ | aextermal audit

8. Wo considerod whether any liligation, liabilities or diselosed evervihing it shooid lave aboul its business aclivity
commilments. evenls or lransactions ACCUITING either duritig the vear mcliing evenis laking place after the Ve
during or after the vear-end, have a financial mpact on | / end if relevani

this aolhority and. whera appropriate, have inch ded them
m lhe ar unlrllm” stalements,

9. (For lncal councils only) Trust funds including 0 A has met all of i
charitable. In our ¢ apacity as the sole managing trustea carhorate it is a &
we discharged oor ace ounlability responsibilities for the | | orfrusts.

(=) s nchuding financial reporting and, if i ‘/
regiired, independent examination or andil

2sponsibilifies where as a hody
e managing trustee of a local tivst

1. We have put in place arrangaments for the effactive IT has made suitable arrangements for its IT and data
and data management in accordance with proper | \/ | management and has complied with proper practices in
praclices diring the year under review I doing so

‘Tor any statament to which the response i no’, an explanation must he
published
Signed by the Chair and Glerk of the meeling where
Ihis Annual Governance 3 atement was approved at a

meeling of the authority on-: , ) approval was {Ji\”-?i':/"‘/ e
) 2l
/{ /d 6/LLJ Chair (} (_/ [/ /

and recorded as minute reference:

FCI21 fek

Information required by the Transp

The authority websile is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has been published.

www.scarcliffeparishcouncil.gov.uk

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 2 Page 5 of 6
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

Scarcliffe Parish Council

Year ending

31 March 31 March
2025 2026
£ £
1. Balances brought

foraard

143,549

134,720

Notes and guidance

Please round all figures fo nearest £1. Do not leave any
boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures
must agree to underlying financial records.

Total balances and reserves at ihe beginning of the year
as recorded jn he financial records. Value must agree
[0 Box 7 of previous yea

2. (+) Pracept or Rates and
Lavies

82,743

83,958

Total amount of precept (or for INRs
received or receivable in the
received

rates and levies)
vear [-xclucde any aranis

3. () Total other receipts

12,228

18,355

Todal income or receipis as recorded in the cashhook lass
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants recefived

4. () SIall coslg

36,872

42,629

Total expencitire o paviments
of all employees. Include gross
employers NI contributions,
contributions,

made fo and on behalf
salaries and wages.
emplovers pension

gratuities and SEVerance payments.

5. (-} Loan interest/capital
repayments

Total expenditine DEpayments of capital and interess
made during the vesa on the authority's horr wings (if any).

6. () All othey payments

66,928

12555

Total expenditire o PAVINents as tecorded in the cash
bool less staff costs {fine 4) and loan Inferest/capital
repaviments (fine &)

7. (=) Balances carriad
Torwared

134,720

121,849

fotal balances and reserves at the el of the vea
must aqual (11243) (A1546)

8. Tolal value of cash and

short term invesimenls

134,720

121,849

The sum of all current and deposit hank accounts, cash
holdings and short e investments held as al 31 March
To agree with bank reconciliation

9. lolal fixed assets plus
loneg term investments

131,042

anel asants

131,042

it is made
and long term mnvestments as af

The value of alf the property the amhe Wity owns
up of all i(z fived assefs
31 March

10. Total by rowings

The outstandi g capital balance as at 31 March of alf lnan.s
Trom third parties (inchiding PWYLR).

For Local Councils Only

11. Do the figures in the
slataments

accounting |
above exclucde any Trust
lransactiona?

For guidance refer to the Practitioners’ Guide sections 2.31 to 2.33.

| cerlify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the
Accounting Statements in this Annual Governance and
Accountahility Relurn have been prepared on either a
receipls and payments of ncome and expenditure basis
following the quidance N Governance and /\C(:nrll'ﬂﬂbiﬁly for
smaller Authorities — o Practitioners’ Guide to Proper
Praciices and present fairly the financial position of this
Athority
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer bafore heing
presaented o the authority for approval.

03/06/2026

Date

I confirm that theae Accounting
approved by this autharily o 1}

slatements wera
lis dale

I [06/24
as recorded in minule referenca
q al " /
PLLES (21
Signed by Chair of the meeting where the

Accounting-Statemanis vere approvec

Annual Governance

and /\r:.::mmiahi!ify Return 2025/26 Form 2
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